"CURTIS"

Glaus has decided to pay us an early visit this year/3 he
said.

The manner of his replying to questions, in a solemn
voice without the vestige of a smile, lent piquancy to his wit.

His wit was never directed against ignorant witnesses
who appeared in Court suffering from nervous strain. He
was especially tolerant of their mistakes, and would never
take advantage of an obviously shaky witness who was
uncomfortable in the unfamiliar surroundings. As Chair-
man of the Essex Sessions, he had many opportunities of
showing this kindliness in a practical way. One old
country couple were once charged with "harbouring
thieves." They had no legal aid, and were baffled and
over-awed by the atmosphere of the Court, so that the
prosecution seemed certain to secure a conviction. Sir
Henry saw that this would be a travesty of justice and from
the Chair subjected the prosecution to a searching cross-
examination. The result was an acquittal. He had shown
his own broad and elastic view of the meaning of the word
Justice,

Many times he sent money to poor people who had come
under the notice of the Law, and they never forgot him.
But there were times when his friendliness with all and
sundry had some strange sequels. In a murder case^e. ^as
rather surprised^ to obtain a. verdict of acquittal^ the jury
having been sent back several times after declaring that they
could not agree, Curtis knew that he had one or two of
them on his side, but he was amazed when they seemed to
have been able to sway all their colleagues. Years later,
he defended a client whose face he seemed to remember.
The man said: " I know you will do your best for me,
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